
 
 

 

 
Travel Report on my Botswana Journey in May 2021  Page 1/14  Stand: 06.06.2021 

Information & Bookings: Bush Legends GmbH  65193 Wiesbaden  Germany 
Tel. +49 - 611 – 988 9696  Fax. +49 - 611 - 988 9698  Email: info@bushlegends.com  www.bushlegends.com 

Travel Report Botswana in May 2021 
Responsible travel during the pandemic 

Journey conducted and documented by Ellen Spielberger, Founder and Managing Director Bush Legends GmbH 
www.bushlegends.com 

 
 
 

My conclusion: 
 
Travelling is a matter of trust! With our experiences in the last two weeks in Botswana, we have full trust and confidence in 
our selected local partners to operate your travels to Botswana even on short notice. All our local partners that I have either 
seen or personally experienced during our journey in Botswana are fully aware of their responsibility and implement the 
additional protection measures in the interest of the health of their guests and staff in an exemplary manner. 
We would gladly be the Africa Tour Operator of your choice and trust! 
 
We are convinced that a safari in the middle of the wilderness and far away from any civilisation is the epitome of distance 
when travelling - even more so in combination with the applicable hygiene concepts for safari tourism in Botswana. In 
addition, safari accommodation is usually small, with an average of just 8-10 tents, and occupancies are usually still low. 
Camp personnel do not commute and are usually stationed for about 2-3 months at a time before the team changes and their 
days off are also taken at once. Safari activities take place outdoors, as do most meals. The windows of the house tents are 
also usually made of strong fly sheets, so that good ventilation is also provided. 
 

          
 
Those who have already travelled in Africa and as a result do have confidence in the local conditions know that there is hardly 
any type of travel that offers more distance than a safari. Also, for our destinations in Africa every single traveller is important. 
One employee in tourism provides for an average of 8 dependents in our destinations. There is usually little or no state aid. 
 
As a responsible tour operator, we do our best to ensure that those who wish to go on safari in Africa, and who can still do so 
during this very challenging time, can also plan and operate their safari with a good feeling. Even during this time, we would 
by no means take bookings at any price. You can rely on our honest, comprehensive advice and confidently assume that we 
would only offer you journeys that we can stand behind with our name. 
 
With our transparent experience travel reports, we would like to contribute to rebuilding the trust in our long-distance 
destinations and thus also be able to carry out selected short-term projects for you. Hence, together with you, we can also 
give our partners in tourism within our destination countries a perspective again. 
 
For our Swiss Travellers, journeys to Botswana have long been possible again with a negative test result, which must not be 
older than 72 hours when re-entering Switzerland. For our customers in Germany, we continue to hope that our Federal 
Government may hopefully soon take a more differentiated assessment of the situation for far distance travel and thus for our 
destinations in Southern and Eastern Africa. Currently, Botswana has the status of a so-called virus-variant area from our 
Federal Government, so that a negative test result is required for re-entry into Germany, which must not be older than 72 
hours when entering Germany, and a 14-day quarantine is mandatory, which may not be shortened with current regulations. 
 
Further, we realise that today's travelling can also be relaxed even with the additionally needed documents, such as test 
certificates as well as health and entry forms, if you as a traveller are properly informed and have all papers complete and 
organised at hand. We also see the flow of this information as our responsibility for our valuable travel agency partners and 
customers. When organising your journey with us, you can be sure, that before your booking and with your travel documents, 
we inform you about current requirements for travelling to your destination, so that prior to your journey you can organise 
your documents to be complete and as a result relax on your Africa journey and enjoy your safari holiday properly. 
 
 

https://www.bushlegends.com/
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General 
 
Under the links Afrika-Info as well as Corona-In-Zahlen-de you could access a comprehensive overview of the current Covid 
numbers in Africa. We expect the numbers in Africa to increase in the coming weeks, as winter is approaching in Africa and 
more infections are to be expected accordingly. Nevertheless, we are convinced that journeys with appropriate hygiene 
concepts can take place responsibly, especially in remote Nature Reserves. 
 
It fills us with great pride that our selected tourism partner companies in Botswana implement the additional protective 
measures in an exemplary manner. By doing so, they set the important framework for us to plan and implement your long-
distance travel projects to Botswana for you with the best conscience. 
 

         
 
Disinfection dispensers, distance markers, signs and announcements at the Airport are omnipresent, both in Johannesburg 
and in Maun. Masks are compulsory in the Airport and in shops. At Johannesburg Airport you can stay in transit when traveling 
to and from Botswana. Currently about 2/3 of the shops and most of the lounges here are still closed. Two of the Airport 
Cafés have already re-opened, however with limited capacity and certainly space between the tables. Hands must be 
disinfected before entering the Café. The waitress takes guests to their table and disinfects the table and chair backs in front 
of the guests. In addition, we observed that the personnel of the Café also make sure that guests who think they may quickly 
go to the toilet without a mask are asked to put on their masks. In the restaurant, the mask may be taken off at the table. 
 
It is already omnipresent at the Airports what importance a sustainable re-start of tourism has for the people, especially here 
in Africa, and with what great appreciation, therefore, especially those employed in tourism and the hospitality industry live 
their responsible hygiene concepts. 
 

          
 
For entry into Botswana, a certified negative PCR Test Certificate is required, which must not be older than 72 hours at the 
time of entry. Furthermore, a rapid test is obligatory at the Airport and a health form must be completed and proof of health 
insurance must also be provided. For departure from Botswana, a certified negative PCR Test Certificate is required, which 
must not be older than 72 hours at the time of departure. With the correct planning, this test certificate can also be used for 
the transit in South Africa and the re-entry in Germany or Switzerland. The online registration for the health form for South 
Africa, which is necessary before departure, should also be carried out for transit travellers in South Africa, this applies to both 
the outward and return journey. You naturally receive all forms and links from us in advance with your travel documents. 
 
Tests required for the return journey are available in Botswana, by prior appointment even in selected lodges. You are going 
to find further information and our experiences on this at the end of our report, which leads chronologically through the 
journey. 
 
During regional and domestic flights, wearing a mask is mandatory for both pilots and passengers. The personnel in the 
camps, as already mentioned, are stationed in the camp for about 2-3 months at a time. They are tested before each 
deployment. Temperature checks take place daily, both on staff and guests. Each time, when entering a camp, there is 
usually some kind of a hand-washing ritual. Each camp has found its own charming way of implementing this procedure, so 

https://afrika.info/corona/
https://www.corona-in-zahlen.de/weltweit/
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that additional hand hygiene is practised in the best possible way and is usually also combined with a little chat. When 
handing over luggage, the luggage handles are usually disinfected. Hands are usually disinfected before entering the safari 
vehicle. The safari vehicle is also regularly disinfected, especially at the handrails. Additional hygiene measures in the camps 
include mandatory mask wearing for staff, á la carte service and menus or small private buffet arrangements on own table. 
Hand sanitisers are usually available in the public areas as well as in the rooms. In addition, one spends most of the time 
outdoors during the safari anyway. 
 

          
 
Employees in the tourism industry, such as guides, waiters, chefs, housekeeping, guest relation managers, etc. have regular 
training on Covid-19 preventive measures to be informed about necessary hygiene and additional protective measures for 
themselves and travellers. 
 
Vaccinations for staff working in tourism in Botswana are due to start in the next few days. 
 
If a traveller shows symptoms of Corona on site, this must be reported by the accommodation to the local Health Authority 
and a PCR Test must be carried out. PCR Tests are currently evaluated in certified laboratories in Maun or Kasane. The test 
result is usually available after about 24-36 hours. In a positive tested case without health complaints, there is a 14-day 
quarantine obligation with compulsory registration at the local Health Authority and, depending on the circumstances, most 
likely in an accommodation of your choice and appropriate care by trained camp staff with additional hygiene measures. 
Selected accommodation facilities have a so-called isolation room available for this purpose. Should medical treatment be 
necessary due to a symptomatic course, the camp management would coordinate the selection of the clinic with the local 
Health Authority of Botswana. We recommend that all travellers take out an International Medical Health Insurance, which 
also covers Covid-19 related cases. Please also see our separate Hygiene Concept for further information. In addition, our 
clients have a temporary membership with the local Medical Rescue Service through the booked accommodation. 
 
Botswana has roughly the size of France in terms of the area it covers and has just about 2.5 million inhabitants. 
 
The flight transfers to the airstrips of the respective camps provides the first impressive views of the fascinating landscapes in 
Botswana. As accommodation in Botswana is mostly remote and hardly accessible by vehicle, due to the many waterways, 
we purely organise Fly-in safaris in Botswana. This means that the transfer between the different destinations within 
Botswana take place by flight. The flights take place in modern small aircrafts, mostly Cessna Caravans or similar, which take 
up to 12 passengers depending on the seating arrangement and operate like a shuttle air taxi. 
 
Botswana can be travelled to all year round. Special attention should be paid to the months of October and November, which 
could get quite hot. The months of June to September are considered as peak season for the best possible game viewing. 
 

Bush Legends Hygiene Concept 
 
We have separately prepared our Hygiene Concept for you. that summarises major hygiene measures in place in our 
countries. Our document Important Travel Info also covers additional information on travelling at this point of time and 
especially for re-entry into Germany and Switzerland. In both documents we also give recommendations that result from our 
experience of our travels during the pandemic. 
 
Should you be interested, we gladly provide you with the hygiene protocols of our local partners for your reference and 
travels. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bushlegends.com/en/corona-info-africa/
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Live on Site | Flight with Lufthansa 
 
Finally, safari in Africa again! This time we are travelling to Botswana to personally see for ourselves the conditions on the 
ground. As a responsible tour operator, we prefer to get our own picture of the implementation of additional protection 
measures by our local partners in the destination. 
 
Most important before our departure is our negative PCR Test Certificate in English. We have our PCR Test taken at the 
Centogene Test Centre at the Rhein-Main Hallen in Wiesbaden. The waiting time was just about 15 minutes after prior online 
registration and payment. Waiting here is outdoors. The test results were sent to us by email within 9 hours. We then printed 
two copies and took them with us in our travel documents. An English copy of the test results is mandatory for entry into 
Botswana. This is possible at Centogene by selecting the supplement charge for a certified test result, which is provided with 
your passport details, and which can then be retrieved in different languages. We also filled out the online registration for the 
health form for South Africa whilst still at home. We also printed the health code that is generated with this registration and 
sent by email, so that we also had those papers in our travel documents. We also printed the health form for Botswana so that 
we could fill it during our flight. And we took the proof of our International Medical Health Insurance with us as a hardcopy, 
which was sent to us on request in English language by our international medical insurance company. 
 
It is best to keep all these documents structured in A4 transparent covers, as you are required to show these documents 
several times at the Airport, for example at Check-in, at the gate and the additional health control, in transit in South Africa and 
when entering Botswana. For your entry into Botswana, it is also recommended to carry two paper copies of your negative 
PCR Test Result, as one copy is collected by the Health Authorities at the Airport on your arrival. 
 

          
 
International travel to Botswana has already been possible again since 09.11.2020. For about half a year, Covid-19 related 
entry requirements have been managed consistently to protect both travellers and residents of the country. 
 
There are various options for getting there. Lufthansa currently flies 5 times a week from Frankfurt to Johannesburg as an 
overnight flight. Airlink again flies daily at about noon from Johannesburg to Maun. This means that long-haul flights with 
Swiss, Qatar or Air France can also be combined perfectly with Airlink, so there are several flight options to choose from. 
 
We flew comfortably from Frankfurt with Lufthansa. The occupancy on our flight was about 45% for both the outward and 
return flight. We were told that even during Covid, the load factor had already been better on this route, as some Germans are 
attracted to visit their estates in South Africa. 
 
In any case, our crew deserves a special praise. Our flight was very pleasant, not only because of our great anticipation for our 
journey, but in every aspect. It was an extremely courteous service with a sympathetic crew. Having worked numerous 
weekend and night shifts at my desk the weeks leading up to my departure, my seat went horizontal immediately after take-
off. However, my husband, who gratefully accompanied me on this journey, was full of praise for the dinner served. Lufthansa 
is operating the new 747.8 on this route, which has an Upper Deck for Business Class. 
 
For those of you, who might have the one or other concern before a long-haul flight after a rather long break from flying, we 
can inform you that the cabin crew on our flights took great care to ensure that passengers aged 6 years and above complied 
with the existing in-flight mask requirement. They also reminded the very few 'candidates with masks at half-mast' in a 
friendly and firm manner of their proper mandatory mask wearing. The boarding and disembarking processes happened 
controlled. and passengers were called by row for boarding and disembarking the plane. Anyone wishing to find out more 
about the safety on board in terms of air circulation and hygiene measures can do so on our website. On the following link at 
the bottom of the page you find further links to the Covid-19 Safety Concepts of selected airlines. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bushlegends.com/corona-info-afrika/
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Getting on board, we were given disinfectant wipes so that we could wipe down our armrests, seat belt, seat belt buckles and 
touch points again for more personal comfort. 
 
We recommend having spare medical or FFP2 masks in your hand luggage. If your mask is fastened behind your ears and the 
elastic straps behind your ears might be too tight and pinch for a long flight, pack a strap with which you can fasten your mask 
behind your head. Alternatively, there seem to now be medical or FFP2 masks that are tied to the back of the head anyway. 
 

          
 

Live on Site | Arrival Maun International Airport 
 
Also, Airlink before the landing in Maun called all passengers over the board announcement to remain seated until their row 
was called to disembark. On arrival at the Airport in Maun, we were impressed by the efficient and structured approach of the 
Health Authorities to process the required rapid test for all passengers of our plane on entry into Botswana. Maun Airport is 
new and pleasantly clean. There are signs and distance markings everywhere reminding people to follow the additional 
procedures for hand hygiene and keeping a distance. 
 
Botswana is also performing exemplary about additional hygiene concepts. The handling of the entry formalities was very 
well and thoughtfully organised when we entered the country. Of course, these processes still take a little more time than 
usual. At the same time, however, the good feeling is conveyed that safe travel is a top priority here in everyone's interest. 
 
And this is exactly what is important to successfully operate the Re-Start, to enable travellers to have safe travels and at the 
same time to give those involved in safari tourism and all meaningful purposes that safari tourism benefits a perspective again 
through responsibility. 
 

          
 
Straight after the arrival of our plane in Maun, all passengers had to fill out the regular entry form and the health form for 
Botswana in the outdoor waiting area. In groups of two, the passengers were then asked one after the other into the adjacent 
house tent, which was completely open at the entrance side, where medical staff carried out the rapid test. Afterwards, we 
had to wait for about 15 minutes in the neighbouring, also open outdoor area, until the results of the rapid tests were available 
and were efficiently assigned through assigned numbers. In the meantime, the body temperature was measured and 
documented on the negative PCR Test Results. This PCR Test Certificate was collected by the friendly personnel of the 
Health Authority. 
 
We were then allowed to enter the airport building. Also, during the entry formalities, the officials were very friendly. 
 
After receiving our luggage, we were welcomed by a representative of Major Blue Air. We were handed over our ticket for the 
flight to come and went through security for our onward domestic flight. After a short wait, we were taken by minibus to the 
small plane on the tarmac. At the airport and during the flights in the small planes, masks are compulsory for staff, pilots and 
passengers. 
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Here we notice the numerous small planes parked on the parking field, which we hope can soon operate regularly again 
taking happy travellers on great and meaningful safaris. We fly south towards the Makgadikgadi Pan. Our flight takes about an 
hour in a modern 12-seater Cessna Caravan. Immediately after take-off we get a bird's eye view of the little town of Maun, 
which has grown to its about 60.000 inhabitants. Maun is the main gateway for safaris to the Okavango Delta. 
 
Overall, there are still only few travellers in the country. During our journey, the accommodation we stayed at had varying 
occupancy rates and were mainly frequented by international travellers. American and Swiss guests predominated, and we 
also met travellers from the Netherlands and France. Almost all the travellers we spoke to during our travels were repeat 
travellers to Africa and were enthusiastic about their outstanding travel experiences. 
 

          
 

Live on Site | Jack’s Camp 
 
The first stop on our Botswana journey is Jack's Camp. This shines in a completely new dress in the middle of the 
Makgadikgadi Pan, a semi-desert with wide plains and salt pans. Jack's Camp offers 9 tents with an extravagant design. The 
tents are very spacious, each about 270 m² in size and offer an outdoor shower on the terrace in addition to the en-suite 
bathroom. On this private and spacious terrace there are also two swing beds to relax on and a little plunge pool. For those 
who love or need of Digital Detox, WiFi is deliberately not available here... maybe a further reason to choose it as a destination. 
 
From a logistical point of view, it is advisable to place the stay in Makgadikgadi Pan at the beginning or end of a Botswana 
journey. The stay at Jack's Camp can be perfectly combined with a safari in the Okavango Delta or Linyanti Game Reserve in 
the north and provides a wonderful contrast. 
 

          
 
One of the most exciting activities at Jack's Camp is probably the quadbike excursion over the salt-encrusted pans. These are 
offered during the dry season from about April to October, depending on the weather. Already the forefather of photo safaris 
in the Makgadikgadi Pan, Jack Bousfield, used the quadbike as a means of transport in this harsh landscape environment in 
the 1960s. The camp was named after him. During your stay at Jack's Camp, you could also learn about the long tradition and 
history and be told how the photo safaris in this unique landscape took its course. 
 
A visit to a habituated meerkat colony is surely no less popular. This activity gives the wonderful opportunity to observe these 
nimble little quadrupeds up close. The main rule here is that if you want to and the meerkats approach you, they may touch 
you and use you as a lookout hill, for example. However, visitors are not supposed to touch the meerkats at all. 
 
Also exciting is a walk with the San Bushmen. This excursion provides valuable and fascinating insights into this culture, which 
seems to be fading away with westernisation. 
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Jack's Camp is also a great place to simply relax. You could enjoy an optional massage in the privacy of your tent terrace and 
afterwards take a dip in your own little plunge pool or swing on the daybed of your terrace. A refreshing dip in the large 
swimming pool is also possible, which is built in a separate pavilion and even creates space for wonderful private meals. 
 
On our journey now, we were lucky enough to still see flamingos in the water-filled pans. We also saw numerous wildebeest 
and zebra, who were still in the area from the summer migration. This is especially a fascinating sight when the rays of the 
evening sun make their way through the dust and with the Ilala Palm Islands on the horizon. 
 

          
 
Our exciting days in the Kalahari Desert slowly come to an end with a refreshing sundowner as we gratefully watch the sunset 
over Makgadikgadi Pan. A destination we can highly recommend. 
 

Live on Site | Xigera Safari Lodge 
 
The new Xigera Safari Lodge is the epitome of luxury and safari lifestyle. The lodge was newly opened in December 2020 and 
is located in the Moremi Game Reserve with private access to a 4.500 ha wetland in the heart of the Okavango Delta. Xigera 
Safari Lodge is surrounded by picturesque papyrus swamps and forested islands and nestled in an impressive canopy of 
ancient Jackalberry, Mangosteen and Leadwood trees. 
 
All 12 air-conditioned suites have been carefully placed to provide views of the endless floodplains and passing wildlife. The 
suites are distinctly tasteful and thoughtfully designed with small details making a big difference. Even the most discerning 
guest is likely to be impressed by absolute perfection here. Each suite has a living area, the bedroom, the dressing area, a 
spacious bathroom with separate toilet as well as indoor and outdoor shower and of course a private terrace with various 
seating options and beautiful views. One of the suites is a Family Suite with two en-suite bedrooms and a shared lounge. Due 
to the location in the middle of idyllic wilderness, the minimum age for children at the lodge is 12 years. 
 

          
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Travel Report on my Botswana Journey in May 2021  Page 8/14  Stand: 06.06.2021 

Information & Bookings: Bush Legends GmbH  65193 Wiesbaden  Germany 
Tel. +49 - 611 – 988 9696  Fax. +49 - 611 - 988 9698  Email: info@bushlegends.com  www.bushlegends.com 

 
The restaurant and bar are open plan with individually furnished seating areas and absolute feel-good character. Remarkable 
Pan-African interior design furniture is omnipresent. The culinary delights are another highlight during a stay at Xigera Safari 
Lodge. There is also an impressive workspace for the passionate sommelier. A small swimming pool, the gym, the spa with 
two treatment rooms as well as the beautiful boutique complete the lodge's amenities. 
 

       
 
The beautiful area is known for its high density of Sitatunga antelope as well as remarkable wildlife sightings. Look out for red 
lechwe antelope leaping delightfully through the flood plains, elephant playing in waterways, as well as buffalo, reedbuck 
and tsessebe antelope. 
 
Predators regularly sighted around the lodge include lion, leopard and spotted hyena. You can sometimes even see lion or 
leopard at close range when they use the lodge's jetty, which connects Xigera Safari Lodge to the nearest island. 
 
We have been lucky on our safari now to see the leopard photogenically lying in the tree in front of us, posing of course. Lions 
have also shown up close several times, with remarkable manes and even an impressive sunset on the horizon. We found the 
animal observations here sensational. 
 

          
 
During the safaris in the traditional dugout canoe (mokoro), your poler slowly and silently pokes you through picturesque 
water channels in the Okavango Delta. You can listen to the concert of birds and admire beautiful water lilies in all their facets. 
With a bit of luck, an elephant may show itself on the shore or you may see red lechwe antelopes jumping through the water. 
Boat excursions by motorboat could start directly from the lodge, depending on the water levels. 
 
At Xigera Safari Lodge, in addition to the water activities, there are classic game drives in an open 4x4 safari vehicle as well as 
seasonal guided game walks. The safari vehicles for the game drives are eye-catching alone simply because of their white 
colour and are of course also custom-made. Your dedicated and sympathetic hosts are out to present you with one wow 
moment after another. We were surprised with a sensational wine tasting in the middle of the wilderness where we 
appreciated and learned more about the Bouchard Finlayson wine collection. 
 

          
 
Are you dreaming of a safari? Make this dream come true! We gladly advise you from the bottom of our hearts and organise 
your safari journey of a lifetime. 
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Live on Site | Duba Explorers Camp 
 
‘Keep the dream alive’ has been the motto of the Great Plains Conservation Team since the beginning of the pandemic. 
 
Duba Explorers Camp was designed by Dereck and Beverly Joubert. This authentic camp embodies the golden age of safaris 
and at the same time an 'explorer spirit'. With a stay at Duba Explorers Camp you have an all-round safari experience in the 
Okavango Delta with the best possible game viewing. At the same time, you support the special commitment of the owners 
and wildlife filmmakers Beverly and Dereck Joubert and the whole team, both for wildlife and conservation as well as for the 
local population. 
 
The camp consists of 5 canvas house tents, which are built on a raised wooden platform and offer a magnificent panoramic 
view of the flood plains of the Okavango Delta. As the area around the camp is a flood plain most of the year, it is situated on 
an island surrounded by beautiful grass plains, palm-fringed islands and idyllic waterways. The camp is only accessible 
through a bridge made of eucalyptus poles. 
 
The inviting main area is on a raised deck under the curved canvas roof with an open lounge and dining area. Look forward to 
a dedicated team. You can be sure that hygiene concepts are exemplary followed, especially in the Great Plains Group to 
ensure relaxed and safe travels. 
 

          
 
You can also look forward to distance in a double sense here - more distance from civilisation is hardly possible. In addition, 
we find that on a safari you can gain distance from the challenges of the past as quickly as on hardly any other type of travels. 
 
During your siesta, you can comfortably absorb the silence of the surroundings from your daybed on your veranda and listen 
to the rustling of the leaves. This is accompanied by the cheerful singing of the birds. In the flooding season you may be lucky 
enough to see an otter swimming or a kingfisher diving unerringly into the water to fly away with a small fish. The abundant 
and colourful birdlife is as impressive as the evening and distinctive 'song' of the hippos. Sometimes the call of a lion breaks 
the night. 
 
When the birds start chirping in the morning, the sunrise soon appears on the horizon. Then it is time for a steaming tea, which 
your hosts gladly bring to your tent with a smile, before you then head out on safari with your guide to watch the animals in 
the wild waking up, too. What a wonderful start to the day. Depending on your arrangements with your hosts, you can enjoy a 
small breakfast picnic in the wilderness or return to your camp relaxed for a hearty late breakfast. 
 

          
 
Are you also planning a discovery journey to Botswana? Please feel free to give us a call. We gladly advise you and, naturally, 
give you first-hand and up-to-date information from our experiences on the ground. 
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Live on Site | Selinda Camp 
 
I have always liked Selinda Camp. On our current visit, however, the newly renovated Selinda Camp in the Linyanti Game 
Reserve completely amazed us. The small and personally run camp offers accommodation in just 3 spacious house tents. 
Each of these guest tents offers a tasteful bedroom with dressing room, an airy bathroom and a large private terrace with a 
small plunge pool, sun loungers, seating area and exercise bike - and of course a sensational view of the vast Selinda plains. 
 
In addition, the camp has a separately located family unit, the so-called Selinda Suite, which consists of two bedrooms, each 
with its own bathroom and the shared lounge. The suite can only be booked on an exclusive basis, meaning guests have a 
private guide with safari vehicle, a private cook and house staff. 
 
The communal lounge of Selinda Camp is impressively furnished. It somehow has a Robinson Crusoe feel to it, with cosy 
seating, wood-carved Zanzibar doors, frames and chests, built-in decks, traditional fireplaces and, all in all, a gorgeous view 
of mesmerising landscapes. It is a perfect place to simply relax and enjoy. 
 

          
 
During your stay at the unique Selinda Camp, you literally get wonderful ideas for refreshing culinary creations to take home. 
The passionate kitchen team around Executive Chef Ziaan provides inspiration with creative dishes that are sure to inspire 
anyone who loves to cook to try those out. By the way, there is also a show kitchen that can be used on request - of course 
Covid-compliant with a protective glass wall. 
 
Selinda Camp is situated in one of the most pristine Game Reserves on the banks of the Selinda Spillway, which flows into the 
Linyanti River. The private 130.000 ha Selinda Game Reserve in the Linyanti area of north-western Botswana boasts thousands 
of elephants, regular sightings of African wild dogs and the famous Selinda Lion pride, which was recently featured in the 
National Geographic film 'Birth of a Pride' by wildlife filmmakers Dereck and Beverly Joubert. The copyright of the beautiful 
wildlife footage for my contribution here for Duba Explorers Camp and Selinda Camp is held by Beverly Joubert. 
 
The area around Selinda Camp is also known for good sightings of lions, hippos, cheetahs, wild dogs and elephants, among 
others. You can join guided game drives in the morning and evening, which take place in an open safari vehicle, on foot or in a 
motorboat. Safaris on foot and boat safaris depend on the water level. A highly motivated team is looking after your well-
being and is eager to make your stay a very special experience. 
 

             
 
For those interested in generating sustainable energy, a 'behind the scenes' look is possible. Selinda Camp is powered by an 
impressive solar system in combination with a high-tech Tesla energy storage system, which considerably reduces the diesel 
consumption for the operation of the camp and makes even non-technical people like me marvel enthusiastically. Thanks to 
the enthusiasm and great explanation from the Camp Manager Michal, I now also understand these fascinating energy cycles. 
 
Even if you have been here before, do come back and see for yourself, it is worth it in many ways. 
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Live on Site | Tuludi Camp 
 
The Khwai Private Reserve borders the Khwai area of the Moremi Game Reserve to the east. The landscapes here are 
characterised by Mopane forests, wide plains, rivers and valley floodplains. Game viewing is usually excellent in this private 
concession area. 'Tuludi' is a Setswana word describing the colours and markings of the leopard. The tastefully furnished 
Tuludi Camp offers pleasant ambience in the middle of the wilderness. Each of the 7 tented houses has an en-suite bathroom 
with indoor and outdoor shower and outdoor bathtub. A dressing area, private terrace with hanging chairs, plunge pool and 
sunken outdoor seating area complete the comfort zone. 
 
One of these tents is a Two-Bedroom Family Tent, each with its own bathroom. The bedrooms in the Family Tent are 
connected within the tent by a shared lounge. The Family Tent is a perfect setting for families on safari and can easily 
accommodate an extra bed for families with three children. Children from the age of 6 years are welcome and pay 50% of the 
adult rate, valid for children up to 18 years. 
 

          
 
Professionally guided early morning and late afternoon game drives are available all year round. Excursions in the traditional 
dugout canoe, the mokoro, and boat safaris are usually possible from around April to October, depending on the water level. 
It is not uncommon to hear trumpeting elephant 'boys' when you surprise them whilst passing by them feeding in the mopane 
forests. The footprints on the sand are the freshly printed 'news' here, so you may decide which track to select according to 
the tracks. Under certain circumstances, evaluating the calls heard during the night, for example of a roaring lion, also helps in 
this decision. 
 
An experience is certainly the optional overnight stay in the Tuludi Sky Bed, which is located close to the camp and allows 
you to spend the night under the stars. The Sky Bed was built elevated on a platform and has a king-size bed with mosquito 
net, an en-suite bathroom with shower and toilet as well as a terrace with fireplace. The lighting is romantic with paraffin 
lamps. From the sky bed you have radio contact with your guide and the camp. 
 
On a safari lasting several days, it is especially nice to also have a morning to 'sleep in' and then enjoy a hearty breakfast with 
the ambience of the camp. ‘Sleeping in on safari’ anyway means being kissed awake by the sun's rays on your face - provided 
you keep your 'canvas shutters' rolled up at night so you can better listen to the sounds of the wilderness. The 'tent windows' 
are usually made of solid mosquito netting anyway and thus also allow for pleasant ventilation. 
 

          
 
We allowed ourselves one 'sleep in' at Tuludi Camp. It is the perfect place for it. Imagine enjoying your breakfast at a set table 
with elephants and leaping impala passing by. That is exactly what we did. Then a hearty ‘safari breakfast’ with brown toast, 
avocado, poached egg, tomato and cucumber is a true joy. In addition, Tuludi Camp serves excellent cappuccino - a big 
special praise from my husband to Monica. 
 
Tuludi Camp is also a wonderful place to relax - whether you are on the private terrace of your tent, in the bar on the viewing 
deck of the lounge, by the swimming pool or in the library, which is built in a tree house about 4 m above the ground. All paths 
in the public areas of the camp are built on solid wooden bridges so that wildlife can walk underneath. 
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Live on Site | Chief’s Camp 
 
Chief's Camp is situated on the north-western tip of Chief's Island in the Moremi Game Reserve. Also known as the stronghold 
of predators, this concession is a pristine area of lagoons, reed beds, meandering waterways and mopani and acacia forests. 
Numerous BBC wildlife documentaries have been filmed in this prime area for wildlife viewing, with good reason. Wild dogs, 
lions, cheetahs and leopards are regularly spotted around the camp. Guests enjoy great opportunities for impressive game 
viewing in the area. Thanks to our sensational guide Nooria, we were able to spend unique safari days here. 
 

          
 
On safari, it is common to talk about the day's experiences. There is hardly a more suitable place for this than at the traditional 
fireplace - as shown here with a nice glass of wine and the impressive view of the water. Of course, delicious canapés are also 
served. 
 
The bar here is manned by a passionate cocktail bartender. He lives his job with heart and soul. On our Instagram account, we 
are going to happily share our new favourite recipe for a refreshing 'summer drink' with you shortly. For now, I just reveal the 
name 'Martini Espresso' - the bartender Percy’s own creation at Chief's Camp. If you are now expecting Martini with Espresso, 
you are barking up the wrong tree... we are going to reveal the secret shortly and tell you this much, it is worth it! 
 
The freshly prepared dinners here at the camp are perfectly portioned and usually come with a choice of three different 
dishes. Spending the whole day in the fresh air literally whets your appetite. Those who also enjoy a good pizza can do the 
same here, fresh and crispy from the pizza oven, of course - all in the most beautiful scenery and outdoors with the 
omnipresent concert of a calling fish eagle and chirping birds. 
 
The utmost privacy and comfort await you in the Geoffrey Kent Suite at Chief's Camp. Named after the explorer Geoffrey Kent 
and inspired by the intrepid journeys of the award-winning photographer and philanthropist, a characterful interior awaits you 
in this extremely spacious suite measuring about 620 m². The Geoffrey Kent Suite features two en-suite pavilions with private 
communal lounge, private boma, bar and kitchen. The amenities of this Two-Bedroom Suite include excellent service, a 
private and professional guide with open safari vehicle, as well as a private chef, waiter and housekeeper. It is the perfect 
place for private and exclusive safari days in one of the most wildlife-rich areas in Botswana. Your warm hosts are happy to 
read your wishes from your eyes. There is also optimal privacy and room for extra beds, should you be travelling with four 
children, for example. 
 

          
 
Optionally, a selection of massages could be done in the privacy of your terrace or alternatively at the spa room. It is idyllic to 
enjoy a good massage on the terrace during the siesta and then watch the impalas grazing with pleasure in front of the 
terrace when you get up. The background music during the massage is the enchanting singing of the fascinating birdlife. 
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Live on Site | PCR Test at Chief’s Camp 
 
The PCR Test required for the return journey is also possible in selected lodges by prior appointment. Medical staff then flies 
in, takes the test, and then takes the test samples directly to the laboratory in Maun. The test result is usually available within 
24-36 hours and is sent by Email. Appointments can be made through selected lodges, as can the printout of the negative 
Test Certificate. Payment for the PCR Test and the associated logistics for the nurse's arrival and departure are made by the 
traveller directly on site with the lodge. 
 

          
 
We had our PCR Test taken at Chief's Camp in the late morning after our safari the day before our departure. We registered 
this test request with our booking at Chief's Camp so that Chief's Camp could arrange the appointment with the medical 
laboratory service in Maun in advance. A double swab was taken, both from the throat and the front of the nose. The cost is 
currently US$ 91 per PCR Test. In addition, there are transport costs for the nurse to and from the camp. Depending on the 
location of the camp in the Okavango Delta, these currently amount to about US$ 500 in total. This amount is usually divided 
among all the people who have a test taken on the same day in the same camp. The payment of both amounts can then 
usually be made by credit card when checking out via the lodge. 
 
We had our test result the following morning at around 08:30 hrs. This was sent by email from the laboratory service. We then 
had it printed out in duplicate at the camp. Be sure to have the PCR Test Result sent to your Email as well, as you can then 
conveniently upload it accordingly for your entry application to your home country. 
 
The evening before our return flight, we filled out the digital entry application for re-entry into Germany. The entry form 
generated from this is immediately sent by Email, so that this form can still be conveniently printed in the camp. For our return 
flight via South Africa, we also filled out the online registration for South Africa with the health form the evening before and 
printed the health code generated from it. This health code was not checked in transit on the way back. However, it is still 
better to do this online registration as a precaution, because on our flight to Botswana, we had to show the health code both 
at Check-in in Frankfurt and in transit in South Africa. This meant that we now had all the important documents in paper form 
with us for the return flight, as these were checked several times, both before departure in Botswana and on arrival in South 
Africa and before departure from South Africa. It is also important to have two copies of the negative PCR Test Certificate with 
you, as this was also collected at the Airport in Maun on our way out. 
 
Upon our arrival at Frankfurt Airport, the negative PCR Test Certificate as well as the entry registration were checked by the 
Federal Police at the entry counter. With the current regulation for re-entry into Germany from a so-called virus variant area, 
you still have a maximum of 48 hours after your arrival to upload your negative PCR Test Result for the German Health 
Authorities through the link generated by your digital entry application. You receive a code for this upload in a separate Email 
when you complete the digital entry application. This registration also worked progressively for us and was done quickly. 
 

          
 
We are very much looking forward to organising your next safari. Safari tourism is more important now than ever before, as 
many workers in our destination countries are directly and indirectly dependent on tourism. In addition, responsible and 
sustainable safari travel has a massive positive knock-on effect that goes far beyond tourism revenue alone. 
 



 
 

 

 
Travel Report on my Botswana Journey in May 2021  Page 14/14  Stand: 06.06.2021 

Information & Bookings: Bush Legends GmbH  65193 Wiesbaden  Germany 
Tel. +49 - 611 – 988 9696  Fax. +49 - 611 - 988 9698  Email: info@bushlegends.com  www.bushlegends.com 

 
A safari in Botswana is a great way to get away from it all and recharge your batteries. You find our Botswana Tour Samples 
and our Botswana Selected Accommodation in these two links. Do contact us, we gladly organise your dream journey with a 
great sense of responsibility and in close cooperation with our long-standing and equally responsible local business partners. 
 
Although our tourism industry is undoubtedly one of the most affected and challenged industries by the pandemic, I feel it is 
a distinct privilege to have been able to experience this unique product educational safari to Botswana. I thank everyone 
involved from the bottom of my heart and I am happy to report that I felt safe and in the very best of hands throughout our 
journey in Botswana. 
 
To your next safari, yours sincerely, Ellen Spielberger 
 
 

Smiling Faces | here are just a few of our local colleagues in Botswana, who have made their 
contribution to the success of our journey and who are looking forward to welcoming you very soon… 
 

             
 

            
 

             
 

Travel more conscious. Travel with Bush Legends. 

https://www.bushlegends.com/en/safari-tour-samples/
https://www.bushlegends.com/en/botswana/

